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Research in Action

The Mauritius Research Council, under 
the aegis of the Ministry of Tertiary Educa-
tion, Science, Research and Technology, 
organized the Best Mauritian Scientist 
Award. This initiative, of the Ministry, a first 
of its kind, is meant to specially recognize 
and reward the work of the best Mauri-
tian scientist. The award was launched to 
acknowledge the scientific achievements 
of researchers and to encourage them to 
continue to strive for excellence in their 
careers. The award is meant to reflect 
their contribution to the advancement of 
Natural and Social sciences and its im-

pact on the socio-economic 
development of Mauritius.

The Council received several 
applications which were care-
fully assessed by a Jury Panel 
consisting of three eminent 
scientists: one from India, one 
from South Africa and one 
from Mauritius. The Jury Panel 
shortlisted 6 applicants for a 
final evaluation exercise com-
prising a presentation followed 
by an interview. 

After deliberations in strict con-
fidentiality, the Jury Panel selected one 
Best Mauritian Scientist. The name of 
the winner was announced on Thursday 
5th May 2011, the day of the Award Cer-
emony, by Dr the Hon Rajeshwar Jeetah, 
Minister of Tertiary Education, Science, 
Research and Technology. The event took 
place at the Conference Hall I, Cybertow-
er I, Cybercity, Ebene. 

The winner of the first Best Mauritian Sci-
entist Award was Prof D Jhurry. 
(Contd. on Page 2)

EDITORIAL
The MRC, the Apex institution to 
advise the Government on Sci-
ence and Technology-led develop-
ment, is now under the newly cre-
ated Ministry of Tertiary Education, 
Science, Research and Technology 
(MoTESRT). This is the first time that 
our institution is being led by a Min-
istry whose mandate corresponds 
precisely to our focus. We rejoice at 
the opportunity to contribute to Dr 
the Honourable Minister Rajeshwar 
Jeetah’s vision of harnessing Sci-
ence and Technology for the social 
and economic development of Mau-
ritius. We have thus re-aligned our 
strategies to have a greater impact 
on the societal development of our 
country. This can be seen through 
our studies, schemes and the many 
initiatives taken over the past year, 
which are outlined in the different 
sections of the present Newsletter.

While our focus has been mostly 
local over the past year, the MRC 
was still able to strengthen its ties 
with world renowned institutions and 
professionals. We continued to sup-
port scientific research via our many 
research funding mechanisms.

In the months to come, we will keep 
you informed on projects aiming to 
strengthen the link between scien-
tific research and the private sector, 
as well as on our exploration of new 
and emerging sectors. Meanwhile 
we appeal to all researchers to take 
cognizance of the 13 research fund-
ing schemes of the Council through 
our website. Our staff will be pleased 
to hear from you. 

Dr A Suddhoo, 
Executive Director
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In the beginning of this year, the Council 
updated, reviewed and created fund-
ing schemes with the aim of promoting 
research culture, innovation, commer-
cialization, bridging the gap between the 
private sector and academia and ignit-
ing and encouraging young minds into 
research. These funding mechanisms 

are categorized as: (a) Research Grant 
Schemes, (b) Innovation & Commer-
cialization Schemes, (c) Capacity Build-
ing / Award Schemes and (d) Research 
Support Schemes. The Council invites 
the research community to submit their 
applications under the various funding 
schemes. (Contd. on Page 4)

From left to right: Dr A.Suddhoo, Prof D.Jhurry, Dr the Hon 
R.Jeetah, Prof.A.Peerally, Mr.R.Duva Pentiah, Prof. S.Jugessur
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Prof. Jhurry‘s research focus 
area is biodegradable, bio-

medical polymers, biomateri-
als and nanomedicine. His 

work also includes research 
in the area of marine biopoly-
mers from seaweeds and bio-
fermentation of sucrose into 
high value-added products. 
His research output is laudable 
with some 35 publications in 
international scholarly peer 
reviewed journals. Prof Jhurry 
is a member of the Academic 
staff of the University of Mau-
ritius since 1994 and has a 
wide record of promoting the 
art of teaching, mentoring and 
in mounting programmes and 
projects. Some of these  have 
attracted recognition in the in-
ternational scientific communi-
ty. The field of polymer science 

and research at the interface of 
materials and health sector is 
important to many industries, 
not only in Mauritius but in Af-
rica also.   

The winner received a cash 
prize of Rs 200, 000, a Trophy, 
a Recognition Certificate and 
support to a maximum of Rs 
50, 000 for a short term attach-
ment in a University abroad, for 
a research or study tour.

The other shortlisted candi-
dates were Prof T Bahorun, 
Prof A Gurib-Fakim, Prof T 
Ramjeawon, Prof S Soyjaudah 
and Prof R Tirvassen.

Last year, the Council initi-
ated a project for the creation 
of an innovation database. In 
line with the project, a train-
ing session on innovation 
was organized. Based on the 
feedback received during the 
training session, the Coun-
cil initiated the Collaborative 
Mauritius project. 

The Collaborative Mauritius 
(CM) Network is a platform 
for Innovative Mauritian minds 
from Academia, Research 
and Business. It aims to en-
hance triple helix interactions 
by bringing people from di-
verse research, business 
and industry organizations 
together to wire the Mauritian 
Innovation Eco-System and 
promote and expedite inno-
vation locally.
The CM Network Partnering 
institutions aim to consolidate 
a ‘network of networks’ by:
1. Connecting organizations 

and people, i.e. by taking 
the chance factor out of 
meeting the right person 
with the right knowledge 

at the right time;
2. Engaging communities 

through the Connector 
figure and a Collabora-
tive Mauritius Portal and 
‘Vault’ Database;

3. Steering technical com-
munities to identify and 
realize opportunities for 
innovation and, 

4. Supporting innovative 
projects by providing 
centralized access to 
government, private and 
international funding op-
portunities.

The goal of the Collaborative 
Mauritius (CM) Network is to 
consolidate innovation part-
nerships among the major 
institutions and stakeholders 
(Innovation Partners) within 
the Mauritian Innovation 
System through the deploy-
ment of Connector figures. 
These nominated individu-
als are expected to provide 
in-kind contribution towards 
the three phases of the CM 
Network initiative namely the 
Innovation Partners Program, 

Innovation Access and Com-
mercialisation Program and, 
Innovation Awareness Pro-
gram.

The launching of Collabora-
tive Mauritius (CM) Network 
Connector Development Pro-
gramme in June 2011 is the 
first of a series of planned 
interventions towards the 
establishment of an effective 
Collaborative Mauritius (CM) 
Network Initiative.  

These will involve, throughout 
2011, a series of targeted CM 
Network Connector training 
sessions/interactions with 
chosen CM International In-
novation Experts/Mentors, 
aimed at providing the vari-
ous CM Network partnering 
institutions, with the neces-
sary skills, tools and know-
how to firstly identify Innova-
tive opportunities internal to 
their organization, and more 
importantly to bring these to 
commercial realization within 
the context of the CM Net-
work Partnership Forum.

BEST MAURITIAN SCIENTIST AWARD

COLLABORATIVE MAURITIUS NETWORK

From left to right: Prof Jhurry, Dr the Hon. Rajeshwar Jeetah
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For the first time in Mauritius, 
academic and research in-
stitutions collaborated with 
business and innovation pro-
moting organizations (such 
as Enterprise Mauritius (EM) 
and Board of Investment 
(BOI)) to provide a platform 
to bridge the gap between 
academia and the business 
world, via the Business Angel 
forum (BAF).

The BAF, initiated by Dr the 
Honourable Rajeshwar Jee-
tah, Minister of Tertiary Edu-
cation, Science, Research 
and Technology, was organ-
ized in July and November 
last year and more recently in 
April 2011. The Honourable 
Minister has entrusted the 
Mauritius Research Council 
with the responsibility of co-
ordinating this event. Other 
collaborators such as the 
University of Mauritius, Uni-

versity of Technology, Mau-
ritius, BOI, EM and National 
Productivity and Competitive-
ness Council (NPCC) are also 
involved in the organization of 
the BAF.

The main objective of the 
BAF is to provide an oppor-
tunity for Mauritian innovators 
to discuss the possibilities 
for comercialising their crea-
tive concepts with potential 
investors (Business Angels). 
The participants of the BAF 
organised until now present-
ed interesting projects cover-
ing a wide range of sectors 
including Agribusiness & food 
industry, IT & Engineering; 
Textiles and Tourism, among 
others. The Business An-
gels who participated in the 
forums are prominent per-
sonalities from the business 
community of Mauritius The 
response after such forums 

has been very encouraging 
since several participants 
were able to engage into po-
tentially fruitful discussions 
with some of the Business 
Angels. It is envisaged that 
this forum may lead to the 
transformation of innovative 
ideas conceived locally into 
commercially viable business 
enterprises and partnerships. 

With a view to encouraging 
more of such events the MRC 
launched a grant scheme 
comprising of a grant of Rs 
25,000, and technical ad-
vice on matters pertaining to 
organization/logistics of the 
forum. Any organization in 
Mauritius is eligible to apply 
under this scheme.

Based on the feedbacks 
from the participants of the 
BAFs, it was felt that there 
was a need for better sup-
port and guidance for busi-
ness start-ups and pre-start 
ups, for them to survive the 
early years of implementa-
tion. To cater for these is-
sues, the MRC created 

theThe Business Research 
and Incubator Center 
(BRIC). 

Currently in its initial phase, 
the BRIC is housed, oper-
ated and monitored by the 
Mauritius Research Council. 
The main objective of the 
BRIC is to create a new col-

laborative venture focused 
on the transformation of 
Indigenous Innovation into 
competitive businesses 
geared towards helping 
Mauritius meet the social, 
environmental and econom-
ic challenges it faces. The 
driving force behind for this 
project will be the innovative 
ideas from Mauritian Entre-
preneurs. 

The BRIC aims to provide 
a nurturing environment for 
recent start-up or pre-start-
up companies. The support 
provided in this early stag-
es facilitates survival and 
growth, encouraging them 
to reach full potential. 

BRIC proposes the follow-
ing services:

1. In-house intensive advi-
sory support

2. Opportunity for creative 
development via net-
working with other private 
businesses or the public 
sector.

3. Access to a network of 
successful entrepreneurs 
and expert knowledge

4. Professional office space, 
meeting room and net-
working events.

In the future, it is envisaged 
to create several BRICs lo-
cated throughout the island 
to keep providing necessary 
environment to foster the 
growth and development of 
innovative ideas into fruitful 
businesses.

BUSINESS ANGELS FORUM

BUSINESS RESEARCH AND INCUBATOR CENTRE
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In the beginning of this year, 
the Council has updated, re-
viewed and created schemes 
with the aim of promoting 
research culture, innovation, 
commercialization, bridging 
the gap between the private 
sector and academia, ignit-
ing and encouraging young 
minds into research. These 
13 research funding mecha-
nisms are categorized under 
the 4 sub-heads – 
(1) Research Grant Schemes, 
(2) Innovation & Commerciali-
zation Schemes, (3) Capacity 
Building / Award Schemes 
and (4) Research Support 
Schemes.  A brief descrip-
tion of the thirteen schemes 
is provided below:

Research Grant 
Schemes: 

Unsolicited Research Grant 
Scheme (URGS)
Under this scheme, the 
Council invites researchers 
and research institutions to 
submit proposals in their own 
areas of interest. Proposals 
that are multi-disciplinary and 
involve inter-institutional or 
inter-departmental collabora-
tion are particularly encour-
aged.  Proposals are select-
ed for funding based on their 
potential research value and 
strategic importance.

Public Sector Collaborative 
Research Grant Schemes 
(PuSCRGS)
The PuSCRGS is jointly spon-
sored by the MRC and the 
Ministry of Civil Service Affairs 
and Administrative Reforms 
(MCSA&AR). The aim of the 
scheme is to encourage and 
promote research and devel-
opment in the Public Sector. 
Individuals or teams usually 

initiate proposals that are then 
officially submitted through 
their employing organisations 
(provider institution).  

Small Scale Research 
Grant Scheme (SSRGS)
The SSRGS is aimed at those 
individuals or groups yet to 
embark on research. If you 
have an excellent idea for a 
research project that does 
not require a high degree 
of sophistication then the 
MRC’s Small-Scale Research 
Grant Scheme is what you 
need. 

Private Sector Collabo-
rative Research Grant  
Scheme (PSCRGS)
The PSCRGS is a 3-Phase 
Programme with the intent to 
enhance Research-Industry 
/ Public-Private-Partnership 
(PPP) interactions on joint 
venture opportunities of 
commercial value. The MRC, 
through this Programme, en-
courages synergism in the 
proposed research project 
wherein a team approach is 
required, in which the pro-
ject leader is from the private 
sector company and the pro-
ject investigator(s) is/are em-
ployed by the collaborating 
institution(s). 

Innovation &  
Commercialization 
Schemes:

Business Angel Forum 
Support Scheme (BAFSS)
The Business Angels’ Forum 
Support Scheme seeks to 
help Research and Tertiary 
Education institutions or any 
organization in Mauritius to 
organize their own Business 
Angels’ Forum (BAF). 
 
The main objectives of this 
scheme are  (i) to bridge the 
gap between Research and 
Industry and (ii) to encourage 
innovative in-house business 
developments with the ulti-
mate goal of promoting in-
novation in Mauritius. Under 
this scheme, the MRC will 
provide a grant and technical 
advice on matters pertaining 
to organization/logistics of 
the forum to any institution 
envisaging organising a BAF.

IP Promotion Scheme 
(IPPS)

This scheme seeks to en-
courage individuals, enter-
prises, industry and Research 
& Development (R&D) institu-

tions to take advantage of the 
mechanisms for protecting in-
novation currently offered by 
the industrial property system 
in Mauritius. The IPPS, which 
operates as a joint collabora-
tion between the Mauritius 
Research Council (MRC) and 
the Industrial Property Office 
(IPO), aims to boost creativ-
ity and innovation, initially 
through support towards ap-
plications made for the grant 
of Patents and registration of 
Industrial Designs.

Patent and Industrial Design 
applications can be submit-
ted by individuals, groups/
teams, or organisations. This 
scheme is therefore open to 
SMEs, industry, public and 
private institutions, teaching, 
training and research institu-
tions, and the public.

Research Industry Linkage 
Award (RILA)
Research Industry Linkage 
Award (RILA) is a scheme 
driven by the Mauritius Re-
search Council (MRC) under 
the aegis of the Ministry of 
Tertiary Education, Science, 
Research and Technology 
(MoTESRT) intended to sup-
port collaborative research 
industry linkage academic 
experiences (MSc Taught 
Programs) of relevance to 
external business partners 
based in Mauritius.

Capacity Building / 
Award Schemes:

MRC Postgraduate Award 
(PGA)
Under this Scheme, the Mau-
ritius Research Council in-
vites applications from inter-
ested parties for undertaking 
research studies. The MRC 

RESEARCH FUNDING MECHANISMS
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Postgraduate Award prin-
cipally targets both unem-
ployed and employed gradu-
ates to undertake research 
studies at a local tertiary edu-
cation institution, leading to 
an MPhil or PhD.  Applicants 
should possess at least a first 
degree in a relevant field and 
should meet the registration 
criteria and follow the regis-
tration procedures of the in-
stitution where the research 
study will be carried out. Se-
lected candidates should be 
prepared to register at their 
respective institutions before 
the prescribed deadline.

Best Mauritian Scientist 
Award (BMSA)
The Best Mauritian Scientist 
Award is an initiative of the 
Ministry of Tertiary Education, 
Science, Research and Tech-
nology. This Award, a first 
of its kind, is meant to spe-
cially recognise and reward 
the work of the best Mauri-
tian scientist. The Award will 
cover all forms of sciences, 
including Natural and Social 
Sciences.

Resident individual Mauritian 
Citizens and researchers only 
are eligible to apply, and not 
in the name of companies or 
institutions.

Nobel Prize Laureate  
Lecture Series (NPLLS)
To be a truly global island 
state there is a need to be 
knowledgeable, visionary 
and innovative, and to con-
stantly seek progress in all 
fields of scientific, economic 
and social activities. Provid-
ing a platform for top schol-
ars from around the world to 
lecture in Mauritius and share 
their insights will stimulate the 
interest for knowledge. The 

lecture series will contribute 
towards the internationaliza-
tion of issues of interest to 
the community. The aim of 
the NPLLS is to allow young 
and dedicated researchers 
to interact closely with No-
bel Laureates who are inter-
nationally recognized as role 
models.

Research Support 
Schemes:

Conference/Workshop 
Organisation Funding 
Scheme (CWOFS)
The Conference/Work-
shop Organisation Funding 
Scheme (CWOFS) is targeted 
to meet the needs of Mauri-
tius in terms of exchanges/
capacity building through 
conferences and workshops. 
Each request will need to fully 
justify as to why such a con-
ference or workshop should 
be held and how it will benefit 
Mauritius. 
 
The Conference or Work-
shop may be organized by 
one lead institution and/or in 
collaboration with other or-
ganizations. Only Ministries, 
Parastatal Bodies, Tertiary 

Education Institutions and 
registered NGOs shall be eli-
gible to apply for support un-
der this scheme. 

Conference/Workshop 
Attendance Sponsorship 
(CWAS)
This scheme provides for part 
funding to academics and 
professionals for attending 
workshops or conferences 
held either locally or interna-
tionally. The key objectives of 
this scheme are to enhance 
transfer of knowledge both 
locally and internationally, en-
hance visibility of Mauritius 
at an international level and 
update local knowledge on 
issues of national relevance.

Publication Sponsorship 
Scheme (PSS)
The Publication Sponsorship 
provides part funding for the 
publication of books of public 
interest and research materi-
als. The Publication Sponsor-
ship is targeted for all authors 
including researchers. 

For detailed information 
about the schemes, 
please contact the MRC  
or consult our website: 

Level 6, Ebene Heights, 
34 Cybercity, Ebene, 
Mauritius.
Tel: (230) 465 1235  
Fax: (230) 465 1239
Website:  
www.mrc.org.mu
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Research and Innovation are 
the keys to commercial suc-
cess for any enterprise. This 
has been the guiding prin-
ciple of a study conducted 
by the Mauritius Research 
Council in collaboration with 

the Agricultural Research and 
Extension Unit.

Mauritius has a rich variety of 
seaweeds that is being unex-
ploited. At the same time, our 
local food industry is in quest 

of new, nutritious and lo-
cal food ingredients that can 
lessen our dependence on 
imported commodities and 
also tap into a niche market 
on the global scene. Hence 
the joint initiative of the MRC 
and AREU to investigate the 
use of our rich seaweed bio-
diversity for the development 
of new food products. This 
pilot study started in July 
2010 is based on two local 
seaweeds: Ulva lactuca and 
Gracilaria  salicornia.

So far 5 products have been 
developed from the local sea-
weed Gracilaria salicornia:
1. pure seaweed jam
2. seaweed + roselle (Hibis-

cus sabdariffa) jam
3. seaweed pickle
4. seaweed + tomato pickle 

seaweed + carrot pickle
Shelf life and sensory evalu-
ation experiments are being 
conducted on the newly de-
veloped products by the Agri-
cultural Research and Exten-
sion Unit (AREU).

In December 2010, the MRC 
conducted preliminary sen-
sory evaluation exercises to 
determine market accept-
ability of the products in De-
cember 2010. The overall 
feedback was positive. Con-
firmation of the final results is 
being awaited from AREU.
 
This is an excellent example 
of the importance of collabo-
ration, multi-disciplinarity and 
innovation in Research  and 
ultimately, for commercialisa-
tion.

In Mauritius, in the 19th century, 
natural fibres were extracted 
from the giant Mauritian Hemp 
(furcraea foetida) mainly for ex-
portation. This industry slowly 
died out due to competition 
from petroleum based synthet-
ic fibres which presented more 
advantages such as strengths, 
elasticity and versatility. The 
new trends to replace synthetic 
products with ‘green’ ones pro-
vide a good incentive to revive 
the Natural Fibre industry in 
Mauritius. 
Natural Fibres are thread-like 
filaments of variable lengths de-
rived from plant leaves, seed, 
fruit, ,or bark, or from animal 
hair or silk. These fibres are 
extensively used in a wide va-
riety of products such as cloth-
ing and household furnishings. 
Natural fibres present several 
interesting characteristics as 

they are renewable, biodegrad-
able and easily sustainable. It is 
envisaged to start with a setting 
up of a cottage industry at first 
which will aim at transforming fi-
bres from non-economic value 
waste materials such as pine-
apple and banana leaves into: 
(a) high priced eco-friendly gar-
ments and (b) non-woven ma-
terials such as packing material 
or paper.
  
The Council carried out a feasi-
bility study focusing on various 
aspects such as availability of 
raw material and technology re-
quired for the conversion of the 
raw materials into end products 
etc. It was found that approxi-
mately 500 tons of pineapple 
fibres and 4000 tons of banana 
fibres can be extracted from 
the waste pineapple leaves 
and banana trunks respec-

tively in Mauritius. 
The technology 
involved for the 
extraction of the fi-
bres is very simple 
and not expensive. 
The Council then 
solicited the collab-
oration of the Fer-
ney Spinning Mills, 
to produce two 
types of blended 
yarns, i.e. (i) 80% 
wool/20% Banana Fibres and 
(ii) 80% wool/20% Pineapple 
Fibres. The blended yarns were 
strong and elastic enough to 
be spun into fabrics using the 
available machinery of Ferney 
Spinning Mills. The sample yarn 
produced are more appropriate 
for household furnishings and 
handicrafts but is not refined 
enough for use in garments. 
In order to produce finer gar-

ments, the raw fibres have to 
be further refined.  In this re-
gard, there exists a simple tech-
nique to enzymatically refine the 
raw fibres into silk like soft fibres 
appropriate for producing high-
ly priced garments. 
The Council is currently col-
laborating with the University 
of Mauritius to carry out a pilot 
test to convert a sample of raw 
fibres into very fine fibres.

INNOVATION IN LOCAL FOOD PROCESSING - SEAWEED-BASED 
FOOD PRODUCTS

TOWARDS A NATURAL FIBRE COTTAGE INDUSTRY IN MAURITIUS

Seaweed products derived from Gracilaria Salicernia

Banana & Pineapples fibres blended with wool
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The MRC through its Centre 
for Applied Social Research 
was solicited by the Inde-
pendent Commission Against 
Corruption to carry out a 
‘Study of the Secondary Edu-
cational System in promoting 
Knowledge and Awareness 
of anti-corruption values in 
Mauritius’.  

The study aimed at (1) as-
sessing the extent to which 
the current educational sys-
tem is promoting knowledge 
and awareness of anti-cor-
ruption values and (2) to ex-

amine the current status of 
students’ knowledge and at-
titudes towards corruption.  
Based on a questionnaire 
survey of 1200 secondary 
school students, the study 
has led to several interesting 
findings.  Most importantly, 
the evidence suggests that 
there is a gap in the provision 
of anti-corruption education 
in the educational system.  
The need to incorporate ele-
ments of anti-corruption edu-
cation hardly ever drives the 
design of textbooks.  Though 
respondents on the survey 

reported the organization of 
co-curricular activities which 
contribute to some form of 
value awareness, these are 
not in-built and permanent 
features of school life.  Also 
the knowledge and attitudes 
of students about what 
constitutes corruption and 
corrupt practices are char-
acterized by a degree of am-
bivalence whereby some acts 
are more easily accepted and 
tolerated than others.

The study also points to-
wards several recommenda-

tions for policy affirmation 
on this issue.  In the main, it 
proposes that anti corruption 
education be implemented in 
an interdisciplinary and indi-
rect approach to prevent any 
further compounding of the 
curricula.  It also proposes 
the development of teach-
ing and learning material with 
an explicit emphasis on anti-
corruption education.  It also 
suggests a way forward for 
ICAC in terms of its anti-cor-
ruption education initiatives.

The above-named study has 
been commissioned by the 
UNDP and the Ministry of 
Gender Equality, Child Devel-
opment and Family Welfare 
and implemented by CASR.  
Its key objectives were to de-
termine the extent and nature 
of domestic violence in the 
country as well as to attempt 
to evaluate the economic 
cost of this social problem.  
 
Based on the results of a na-
tionwide quantitative survey, 
the study finds that preva-

lence rate 
of physical 
abuse con-
strued as 
a rguments 
between in-
timate part-
ners turning 
into physi-
cal fights is 
3.9%.  1% 
of the sam-
ple reported 

being victims of episodes 
of sexual abuse.  Domestic 
violence taking forms of emo-
tional abuse is more wide-
spread than physical and 
sexual abuse.  10.5% of the 
sample have reported such 
cases of abuse.

Corroborating existing evi-
dence, women tend to be 
over-representative of victims 
of the physical and sexual 
forms of abuse.  As a mat-
ter of fact, the percentage 
of women who are victims 

of physical abuse is 5.9% 
as compared to 1.9% for 
men.  Rather similarly, male 
victims of sexual forms of 
domestic abuse make up 
only 0.2% of the sample as 
compared to 1.4% for female 
victims.  For emotional forms 
of abuse, there seems to be 
just a marginal difference be-
tween males and females.  
Other characteristics of vic-
tims of the various forms of 
abuse are that they tend to 
be over-representative of the 
lower educational achieve-
ment; lower income as well 
as lower occupational status 
backgrounds.

This study has also attempt-
ed to place a monetary value 
on the burden of domestic 
violence in the economy.  
Three components of cost 
have been analysed; direct 
costs to victims amounting to 
approximately Rs 221 million; 
indirect costs to the economy 

and society, in terms of low 
productivity at work, loss of 
household chores and ab-
sence from work, amounting 
to Rs 988 million; and direct 
costs incurred by service pro-
viders, nearing Rs 196 million 
for 2008-2009. The total cost 
is estimated at Rs 1.4 billion 
for the period 2008-2009.  

Although this study was not 
specifically designed to cap-
ture the causes of domestic 
violence, it was rather clear 
that among those who have 
stated having domestic vio-
lence problems, lack of con-
flict management and posi-
tive communication skills, 
interference of in-laws, alco-
hol abuse, money matters, 
children’s behavior, past abu-
sive experience, sexual rela-
tions problems, extra-marital 
affairs, and gambling were 
multiple sources of conflict.

STUDY OF THE SECONDARY EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM IN  
PROMOTING KNOWLEDGE & AWARENESS OF ANTI-CORRUPTION 
VALUES IN MAURITIUS.

STUDY OF THE ‘EXTENT, NATURE AND COSTS OF DOMESTIC  
VIOLENCE TO THE MAURITIAN ECONOMY’
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A workshop on the state of 
Neurological Rehabilitation 
services in Mauritius was 
held by the MRC on the 7th 
of April 2011. The purpose 
of the workshop was to in-
troduce the importance of 
Neurological Rehabilitation 
for Traumatic Brain Injury, 
Spinal Cord Injury and Stroke 
patients in Mauritius, validate 
the findings of the Needs As-
sessment study carried out 
by the MRC, in collaboration 
with the Ministry of Health 
and Quality of Life, and to 
discuss the resulting recom-
mendations on the way for-

ward. 
The Needs 
A s s e s s -
ment ex-
ercise and 
workshop 
can be 
seen as 
the direct 
ou tcome 
of the col-
laboration 
b e t w e e n 

Drs Sohur and Soopram-
anien, 2 Mauritian specialists 
renowned in their respective 
fields, who first conceived 
the project a few years back. 
Dr A Soopramanien is the 
Medical Director at Glenside 
Neurological Rehabilitation 
Hospital in the U.K. and Dr 
S Sohur is from the Depart-
ment of Neurology, Massa-
chusetts General Hospital 
& Harvard Medical School, 
Center for Nervous System 
Repair in the U.S. Together, 
they believed that the find-
ings of such a Needs As-
sessment would contribute 

to the setting up of a com-
prehensive Neurological Re-
habilitation service in Mauri-
tius. 

The result of this intense col-
laboration is a study which is 
the first of its kind in the field 
of Social Policy, Disability, 
Medicine, Epidemiology and 
Health Services Research, in 
Mauritius. What is important 
to note though, is that Drs 
Soopramanien and Sohur 
have never actually met in 
person. Their collaboration 
was made possible through 
the “Mauritian Brain Bank” of 
the MRC. This initiative was 
launched in 
2006 and 
aims to bring 
together the 
Mauritian ex-
pertise that 
lies beyond 
our shores, 
to encour-
age the shar-
ing of know-
how and 

views for the development of 
Mauritius. 

Following the priority areas 
which have been agreed on 
at the workshop, Dr Sohur 
and Soopramanien think 
that if there is a national will, 
Mauritius can become a 
shining example of commit-
ment to the enhancement 
of the lives of people with 
disability. The MRC, on the 
other hand, looks forward 
to hearing similar innovative 
ideas from Mauritian profes-
sionals or individuals residing 
abroad, with a soft spot for 
our island.

During the period January 
to May 2011, the Council 
also organized the following 
events:
1. A Research/Science Out-

reach activity at the Rajiv 
Gandhi Science Centre in 
the context of the National 
Day Celebrations. This 
event was held on the 
10th of March 2011.

2. Research Alliance Meet-
ing held on the 31st of 
March 2011.

3. Launching of the Intellec-
tual Property Promotion 
Scheme (IPPS) held on 
the 17th of March 2011.

4. Seminar on Citizen Cyber 
Science held on the 6th of 
April 2011.

5. Launching of the Collabo-

rative Mauritius Network 
Connector Development 
Programme held on the 
11th of April 2011.

6. Science Conference held 
on the 27th of April 2011.

7. Keynote Lectures by 
Eminent Scientists on the 
28th of May 2011. 

8. Research Grant Applica-
tion Course

CONTRIBUTION OF THE MAURITIAN DIASPORA TO NEUROLOGICAL  
REHABILITATION IN MAURITIUS

EVENTS
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