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Background Information 
 
On 25th July 2020, MV Wakashio ran aground on a reef off Pointe d’Esny, southeast of Mauritius leading to a ‘state 
of environmental emergency’. Since 6 August 2020, oil has been released into the pristine lagoons and coastal areas 
affecting the marine, terrestrial environments, and coastal communities along the impacted areas.  
 
In order to face this ecological crisis of unprecedented magnitude and impact on our society, the Mauritius Research 
and Innovation Council (MRIC), through this special call for proposals, has earmarked funds to encourage Non-
Governmental Organisations (NGOs), enterprises, private organisations, public and private institutions, academia 
and research institutions to implement research and/or innovative projects to accelerate the Government’s 
response and to contribute to remedial and recovery.  
 

Aim and Objective of the Special Call for Proposals  
 

This Special Call for Proposals is aimed at supporting multidisciplinary research and/or innovative projects that can 
potentially improve and accelerate the national response to the challenges posed by the oil spill resulting from the 
grounding of the MV Wakashio. This calls for sustainable and environmentally friendly approaches for the 
restoration and recovery of the wide gamut of impacted dimensions including biodiversity, marine, terrestrial 
environments and coastal communities. 

 
Synopsis: 
 

Project: Green Gamification Interactive Website for Ecological Impacts 
 
Following the unprecedented Crisis of the Oil Spill in the Mauritian Marine Ecosystem, there was an uprise in either 
false information about the impact of this oil spill on marine life or either lack of proper evidence to demonstrate 
the extent to which marine life has been affected. This was mainly due to the complex technical words and meanings 
associated with this incident, thus resulting in mixed information across the social and traditional channels. 
 
With the help of MRIC and their special call for proposals on Building blue Resilience and to counter such impacts 
amidst the pandemic, PW Lab Ltd was selected as one of the companies to develop innovative solutions to tackle 
this issue.  
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Thus, PW Lab with its experience in Gamification developed an interactive and informative gamified website which 
will explain the ecological impact of the Hydrocarbons on marine life, the fauna and flora and how hydrocarbons 
affect the soil and nearby vegetation. 
 
A Gamified portal explaining the impact of the oil spill will make it easier for citizens (Adults and Children) to interact 
with the website and understand the complex scientific terms related to the Oil Spill impact. 
 
This web portal is one of a kind in Mauritius, where visitors will not only be able to see a Gamified visual 
representation of how hydrocarbons sinks in sea water and affect the marine ecosystem, the list of various flora 
and fauna in the affected region, The rare species that have chosen Mauritian lagoons as their habitat  but also 
brings in a innovation where the users are able to scroll horizontally (Never been done before in Mauritius) and see 
the effect of hydrocarbons on the fauna and flora on the shorelines of the affected area (Mangroves and other 
vegetation). 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Register in advance for this Webinar  

  

         
 

How to connect to the webinar? 
 

• 10-15 minutes before the webinar starts, follow the link you 

have received from the webinar organizer. 

• Once you click the link, an authorization window will open 

in a browser tab. 

• Thank you to mute your microphone when you join the 

webinar and unmute if you have a question during the Q&A 

session. 

• The webinar will be recorded 

• Presenters are requested to abide to the allotted time. 

 

 

Presentation of Research Findings 
 

Speakers: Mr Deveindra Lukkoo, Project Coordinator & Mrs Veda Dean, COO - PW Lab Ltd 
 

Duration:          20 mins 
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